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BASIC INFORMATION 
 
Name: James Moylan Collins 
 
Service number: 4999 
 
Date of enlistment: 7/2/1916 
 
Age at Enlistment: 37 years 5 months   
 
Civil Occupation:  Farm Labourer 
 
Medals, Honours, Awards: British War Medal, Victory Medal 
 
Height: 5 feet 10 inches  
 
Weight: 142 pounds  
 
Chest measurement: 38 inches  
 
Complexion: Fair  
  
Eye Colour:  Blue 
 
Hair Colour: Grey and Yellow 
 
Father: James 
 
Mother:  Mary 
 
 

Siblings: Patrick b.1868, John b.1871, Mary b.1875, Michael Phillip. b.1878, 
Joseph b.1880, Francis b.1882, Margaret T. b.1885. 
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Life Story 
 
James Moylan Collins was born at Gundagai in 1873, to James and Mary 
Collins. His birth registration records his name as Milan Collins. 
 
At some point, James, and his brother, Michael Phillip, travelled to 
Western Australia. Michael Phillip appears to have remained in the 
Goldfields, but James found his way to York and worked as a farm labourer 
at “Wooriegong,” the property of N. P. Burges, at Burges Siding near York. 
 
James enlisted in 1916, at Blackboy Hill. Michael Phillip had enlisted in the 
28th Battalion in 1915 after having his medical examination at Coolgardie. 
Both men appear to have lied about their ages and enlisted under 
different names. James called himself James Moylan, while Michael 
enlisted as Phillip Collins (Service Number 265). 
 
James joined the 13th Reinforcements of the 28th Battalion and sailed for 
England aboard the Seang Bee. He embarked for France from Folkestone, 
England, on the 2nd November 1916 aboard the SS Henrietta, but a bout of 
bronchitis prevented him from joining his unit in the Field until May 1917. 
 
James was readmitted to hospital in August and remained out of the 
action until late October 1917.  
 
On the 16th January 1918, he returned to hospital suffering once again 
from bronchitis. After ten days in hospital, James returned to the Field, 
only to take two weeks’ Leave in England on the 9th February 1918. He 
remained in the Field with his unit for the remainder of the War, serving as 
a Private then as a Driver.  
 
James left France on the 18th April 1919 and returned to Australia on the 
Ormonde. Phillip arrived back in Western Australia that same month. 
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It appears that, after the 
War, both brothers had 
little or no contact with 
family members in New 
South Wales. From 1921, 
there are letters in James’ 
Service File from concerned 
family who were trying to 
locate them. James’ sister, 
Margaret, and his nephew, 
Frank, were still searching 
for him as late as 1965.  
 
Michael Patrick eventually returned to N.S.W. and died in Sydney in 1952. 

He was brought back to Gundagai by 
family members and laid to rest in 
the North Gundagai Cemetery. 
 
His brother was not so fortunate. 
James had returned to York by 1923 
and was preparing to start a 
contract for his old employer, N. P. 
Burges, when he died suddenly at 
the Imperial Hotel in York.  
 
No family members could be traced 
at that time, so, James was laid to 
rest in the York Cemetery. The flag 
at the Town Hall was flown at half-
mast in recognition of his War 
service, but there is no headstone to 
mark his resting place. 
 
 

 

Advertisement placed in the Kalgoorlie Miner 
(WA: 1895 - 1954), Wednesday 1 November 1950. 

Gravesite of James Collins in the York Cemetery 
Courtesy Cathy Clarke 
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Eastern Districts Chronicle  
Friday 9 March 1923 
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